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Yes,  Farm  and  Home  friends  it's  apple  harvest  time,  and  this  year  the  crop 
is  "big  —  over  103  million  "bushels  available  for  commercial  markets.     That's  not 
far  from  a  "bushel  of  apples  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this  country'. 

This  year' s  commercial  apple  crop  is  25  percent  "bigger  than  last  year's 
production  and  7  percent  greater  than  the  average  for  the  last  10  years. 

^ile  most  of  the  States  of  the  country  produce  some  apples,  about  two- 
thirds  of  this  year's  103  million-"bushel  commercial  crop  is  found  in  the  seven 
States  of  Washington,  New  York,  Michigan,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and 
California.     The  State  of  Washington  leads  with  a  production  of  20  million  "bushels; 
and  New  York  State  is  second  with  a  little  under  15  million  "bushels. 

In  most  of  the  producing  areas,  the  apples  are  of  good  quality  and  size  — 
in  fact,  "better  than  average.    Biggest  supplies  of  apples  are  in  the  fall  and  early 
winter  dessert  varieties  which  are  most  commonly  eaten  out  of  hand. 

Apple  growers  are  faced  with  a  difficult  market  situation  this  year,  largely 
"because  of  the  "big  crop  of  all  fruits  and  the  uncertainty  of  export  outlets. 

Market  prices  for  apples  dropped  shairply  during  the  last  few  weeks  as  the 
harvest  of  fall  and  winter  varieties  got  under  way. 

Representatives  of  apple  growers  meeting  recently  here  at  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  suggested  to  the  industry  a  program  designed  to  secure  fair  prices 
for  producers  and  to  give  consumers  v/ith  an  ample  quantity  of  the  "best  quality 
apples  available  at  reasona"ble  prices.     Under  this  program,  only  apples  of  U.  S. 
Con"bination  or  better  grades  Tould  he  marketed  this  season,  and  no  fruit  below 
U.  S.  No.  1  grade  or  any  fall  varieties  of  apples  would  be  stored.     In  their 
plan  to  relieve  the  difficult  marketing  situation,  grov/ers  would  utilize  the 
less  desirable  grades  of  apples  for  commercial  byproducts  such  as  for  drying 
or  canning  to  prevent  these  lower  grades  fi-om  entering  fresh  market  outlets. 

The  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  is  going  to  buy  good  quality 
surplus  apples  for  relief  distribution. 
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KADDSELY : 

A  few  drys  ago  the  Fcdorrl  Surplus  Connodities  Corporation  added  seven 
nore  foodstuffs  to  the  list  of  farn  products  officially  declared  to  Toe  in 
surplus  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  food  stanp  plan. 


Six  of  these  ne\7  cor.modities  go  on  the  list  July  16,     These  new  sur- 
plus foods  are  cabbage,  fresh  tonatoes,   fresh  poaches,  fresh  green  peas, 
onions,  and  rice,     Fresh  pears  go  oj''.  the  list  of  surplus  foods  August  1, 


The  original  list  of  foods  declared  to  "be  in  surplus  under  the  food 
stanp  plan  was  announced  during  the  first  week  of  Hay,     Oranges  and  grape- 
fruit, we've  on  that  original  list,  hut  these  will  he  talcen  off  July  16, 
This  will  leave  butter,  shell  eggs,  corn  ncal,  dried  prunes,  dry  edible 
beans,  and  wheat  and  whole  wheat  flo'or  to  rcnain  on  the  list  of  surplus 
foods  together  vdth  the  new  connoditios  which  have  been  added. 

The  food  stanp  plan  under  which  the  surplus  coii'iodi tie s  are  designated 
is  designed  to  widen  narkets  for  surplus  farn  products.     At  the  sane  tine, 
it  tries  to  increase  the  consuraption  of  health-giving  foodstuffs  anong  the 
need;y.     Tlie  plan  is  now  in  operation  in  Rochester,  Hew  York;  Dayton,  Ohio; 
and  Seattle,  Washington,    Biminghan,  Alabana,  is  the  fourth  city  in  which 
the  plan  will  get  underwaj'-  shortlj^.     Eligible  fai'.iilies  taking  part  in  the 
plan  in  the  selected  cities  receive  blue  surplus  food  order  stanps  which 
are  good  in  stores  of  these  cities  for  any  of  the  officially  designated 
surplus  c  ozmodi  ti  es. 

The  fact  that  these  connoditios  are  in  surplus  is  of  interest  to 
consuncrs  throughout  the  country.     It  neans  that  supplies  arc  very  plcntifu.l 
and  prices  are  lov;, 

Hathan  locnig  of  the  Division  of  Marketing  Prograns  is  here  today  to 

tell  you  about  the  supply  and  price  situation  for  cabbage  one  of  the  seven 

foodstuffs  just  added  to  the  list  of  farn  products  declared  to  be  in  surplus, 
Fate  

KOEHG: 

First  of  all,  let  nc  say  that  fron  the  looks  of  the  supply  and  farn 
price  situation,  cabbage  should  be  priced  very  reasonably  in  nost  stores 
throughout  the  country. 

Right  now,  cabbage  is  being  harvested  in  what  is  known  as  the  inter- 
nediate  producing  area.    The  harvesting  season  for  this  area  started  in  June 
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and  alrcad;;'  atout  half  the  crop' has  'been  shipped  to  narkot.    Most  of  the 
supplies  of  caliTDagc  on  markets  a.ro  now  coning  fron  such  States  in  the  intcr- 
nodiate  area.  CoS  ITcw  Jersey,  the  Long  Island  section  of  l^ew  York,  Maryland, 
Illinois,  lov^a,  and  Missouri,     In  the  next  few  weeks  heavj-  supplies  of 
calDhage  v;ill  cone  frofn  the  late  donestic  producing  area  which  includes  such 
States  as  ITew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Indiana, 
Colorado,  TTisconsin,  and  Oregon, 

CalolDago  is  availalDle  on  markets  during  most  of  the  year.     But,  the 
heaviest  sup^ies  l^ogin  in  June  and  the  peak  is  reached  in  October, 

So  fvjr  this  season,  the  supply  of  cahbago  has  hocn  greater  than 
usual.     The  crop  in  the  intermediate  producing  area  supplying  the  markets 
at  this  see.Gon  of  the  year  is  a  little  over  16,000  tons  Above  the  average 
crop  harvested  during  the  last  five  years. 

It's  a  little  too  early  to  estimate  the  amount  of  cabbage  that  will 
come  from  the  late  done  stic  crop.    But,  reports  indicate  a  drop  of  about  15 
percent  from  the  acreage  planted  last  year, 

How,  a  few  words  about  prices, The  farm  price  of  cabbage  so  far 
this  year  has  been  relatively  low.     In  fact,   the  price  was  so  low  that 
farmers  in  some'  States  such  as  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  were  forced  to 
leave  large  quantities  of  cabbage  unharvested  in  their  fields.  Usually 
cabbage  prices  drop  sharply  from  June  to  October.     Prices  arc  lower  because 
the  amount  of  eabbage  'going  to  market  is  heaviest  during  the  summer  and 
fall  months. 
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Once  again  it'  s  time  for  a  brief  report  on  the  supply  and  price 
situation  of  another  of  the  commodities  officially  declared  to  be  in  surplus. 
Today's  report  is  about  onions.    Nathan  Koenig  of  the  Department's  Division 
of  Marketing  Programs  is  ready  to  give  us  some  of  the  highlights  about  the 
onion  supply  and  price  situation.    Let' s  have  them,  Nate. 

This  is  the  time  of  the  year  vAien  the  harvest  of  the  biggest  part  of 
the  Nation' s  onion  supply  is  getting  under  way.    These  are  the  late  onions, 
which  represent  about  75  percent  of  the  total  commercial  production  of  onions 
in  this  country.    Most  of  these  late  onions  will  be  stored  for  sale  during 
the  fall  and  winter  months. 

Late  onions  are  grown  in  about  17  States.    But  around  three-fourths 
of  the  acreage  is  in  the  six  States  of  New  York,  Michigan,  Colorado,  Calif- 
ornia, Minnesota,  and  Oregon. 

Just  how  big  this  season' s  onion  surplus  is  likely  to  be  will  not  be 
known  until  later  this  afternoon  when  the  crop  report  comes  out  giving  the 
production  estimates.     However,  the  number  of  acres  planted  in  onions  this 
year  is  reported  to  be  slightly  above  last  year' s  acreage  and  greater  than  the 
average  number  of  acres  planted  during  the  last  ten  years . 

This  year' s  prices  for  onions  have  been  at  a  level  about  in  line  with 
prices  a  year  ago.    In  some  instances,  however,  prices  have  been  slightly 
lower  tlian  those  of  last  year. 


#  #  #  # 
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KADDERLY: 

In  recent  weeks  we  have  brought  you  information  on  several  food 
products  that  officially  have  been  declared  in  surplus  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture.    Today  Nathan  Koenig  of  the  Division  of  Marketing  Programs 
is  here  to  lead  off  in  a  discussion  of  ano ther  of  these  surplus  commodities 
peaches.    After  he  gives  us  some  of  the  highlights  about  the  supply  and 
price  situation,  Miss  Van  Deman  of  our  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  will  have 
something  to  say  about  the  home  use  of  this  fruit. 

All  right,  Nate,  what's  the  price  and  supply  news  on  peaches? 

KOENIG; 

The  big  news  about  peaches  is  that  they're  plentiful.    And  the 
quality  is  good.    The  price  of  peaches  now  is  much  lower  than  usual.  So 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  consumer  we  have  a  combination  of  factors  this 
year  which  makes  peaches  within  easy  reach  of  nearly  everyone.    Lots  of 
peaches  —  good  quality  —  lower  prices  -  -  -  -  these  are  the  highlights 
on  the  peach  situation. 

Right  now,  the  harvest  of  the  late  crop  of  peaches  is  getting  under 
way.    Most  of  these  late  peaches  are  grown  in  producing  states  located  in 
the  northern  half  of  the  United  States.    Early  peaches  which  are  grown  in 
the  southern  half  of  the  country  are  about  through  being  harvested,  and  the 
markets  are  now  being  taken  over  by  the  late  crop  from  the  northern  sections. 

This  year's  crop  of  early  and  late  peaches,  exclusive  of  those  used 
for  commercial  canning  pujTposes,  is  estimated  to  be  slightly  over  46  million 
bushels.    This  is  about  19  percent  greater  than  last  year's  production  and 
about  17  percent  above  the  average  for  the  last  10  years.    Now  figuring 
that  a  bushel  of  peaches  weighs  48  pounds,  the  crop  this  year  is  big  enough 
to  supply  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this  co\intry  with  around  18  pounds 
of  fresh  peaches. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  the  total  crop  is  in  the  late  peaches  which 
are  now  moving  to  market.    The  late  crop  is  about  one-third  bigger  than 
usual.     So  from  now  on  until  about  the  middle  of  September  supplies  of 
peaches  on  markets  should  be  much  heavier  than  in  recent  weeks,  T'^  ° 

The  rate  at  which  peaches  are  being  harvested  is  increasing  steadily 
as  the  fruit  matures  and  becomes  ready  for  sale.     Some  of  the  States  now 
shipping  peaches  are  Michigan,  Illinois,  the  Virginias,  Delaware,  and  New 
Jersey.    A  few  poaches  are  beginning  to  come  from  Pennsylvania,  which  is 
one  of  the  more  important  producing  States.    Harvesting  is  about  ready  to 
get  under  way  in  the  State  of  Washington.     Tov;ard  the  end  of  this  month, 
Colorado  will  be  shipping  heavily  and  harvesting  of  peaches  will  begin  in 
New  York  State. 

The  peak  of  the  peach  season  is  expected  to  be  reached  around  the  last 
week  of  August  and  the  first  week  of  September.    Because  of  the  large  crop, 
supplies  on  markets  will  be  getting  heavier  from  now  on  until  the  peak  is 
reached.  #  #  #  # 
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The  fresh  fruit  season  is  really  on.... and  pears  are  in  for  their  share  of 
the  glory. 

Prom  now  until  the  first  snow  hits  the  ground  supplies  of  pears  on  markets 
should  "be  plentiful,     -^his  year's  crop  is  "bigger  than  average,  although  slightly 
below  last  season's  production.     The  estimates  indicate  a  production  of  aroiind 
30,600,000  busbislG  of  pears.    While  this  year's  crop  is  nearly  2,000,000  "bushels 
below  last  year's  production,  it  is  about  5,000,000  bushels  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  last  10  years. 

So  f'W  this  season  prices  for  pears  have  averaged  a  little  higher  than  a 
year  ago  when  prices  were  Tery  low. 

Some  pears  are  grown  in  practically  every  Statu  of  the  country.     But  in  only 
a  few  States  arc  pears  of  commercial  importance.     The  Pacific  Coast  States  of 
California,  Oregon,  ojid  Washington  grow  about  two-thirds  of  the  supply  of  pears  in 
this  country.     Among  the  other  pear  producing  States,  Michigan  and  IJexv  York  are 
of    major  commercial  importance. 


The  pear  harvesting  season  begins  around  the  first  part  of  J"uly  and  continues 


into  the  late  fall  months.  The  earliest  perrs  harvested  are  the  California  Bart- 
letts,  followed  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  months  by  Bartletts  produced  in 
Oregon,  'vashington,  Michigan,  and  New  York,  Almost  half  the  pears  grown  in  this 
country  are  Bartletts. 

Harvesting  of  the  first  late,  or  winter,  pears  begins  during  the  latter 
part  of  August  when  the  Bartletts  are  usually  past  their  peak.     The  biggest  part 
of  the  total  supply  of  v/inter  pears  comes  from  the  Pacific  Coast  States. 

The  late  varieties  of  pears  are  on  markets  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months.  But,  the  heaviest,  or  peak,  supplies  of  winter  pears  come  to  market 
centers  during  late  September,  October,  and  November. 
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